Shanghai Livingston American School

Frequently asked Questions and Answers by SLAS parents, students and the community:

SLAS DA, F#EZEZF L TCala=T 4 LV EFEEONAEREE:

Does my student have to wear a uniform at SLAS?

SLAS TIIHIIRZBFER LRV E WTERADN?

All Students must wear the white or blue polo daily. Non uniform shirts, sweat shirts or sweaters may not be worn
covering the uniform polo. Students must wear khaki, blue or black skirts, dresses, shorts or pants for the bottom.
Students may wear the khaki, blue or black jeans without tears or holes. Students who forget to wear their uniform will
have to purchase it from the finance office the same day, no exceptions. This rule is strictly enforced. Please help us
prevent problems by making the necessary purchases in advance. Uniforms are available for purchase now
through Room 109 and will be sold at our uniform booth August 12" and 15" in the first floor Multi Purpose

Students enrolled in PE, dance or gymnastic courses must purchase the PE uniform consisting of a gray t-shirt and
black athletic shorts, black or gray hoodie and sweat bottoms. They should also wear the appropriate foot wear in
order to prevent injuries. Street shoes may not be worn for dance classes. Students will lose points in their class if
they do not change into the appropriate clothes. The cost of the PE uniform is 200 RMB, the cost of the sweat pants is
150 RMB and the cost of the hoodie is 300 RMB. All uniform pieces may be purchased at the Finance Office. The
PE uniform and hoodie may not be substituted for the polo.

If your child is out of uniform, the missing uniform item will be provided and a bill will be sent home to the family for
payment. No exceptions. Please refer to the uniform order on our web page for more details on the pieces available
for purchase.
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What are the expectations for riding the school bus?

R —=NWNRADFIFCONWTEARIE YV BRH Y ETH?

Students should be ready when the bus stops for pick up. The driver will not wait more than two minutes at each stop.
The bus teacher will notify the family by phone of the arrival before the bus arrives and if they are running late.
Parents must inform bus teachers when a child will not ride the bus in the morning the classroom teacher for early
years and primary level and Room 109 when they are not to ride the bus in the afternoon. Students may not drink or
eat on the bus. Students may listen to music. Students must wear their seatbelt at all times for safety reasons.
When exiting the bus, students should turn off their headphones and exit with caution. Repeated referrals to
administration may lead to students being asked to no longer ride the school bus.
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May my child ride a different bus other than their assigned bus?

B UTONEBEUNDARRZRATEZZ LITTEETH?

Many parents ask if it is possible for their child to ride the bus home with a friend. While we would like to
accommodate this request it is not possible. We realize this may be inconvenient however due to safety reasons there
will be no exceptions. Seats are limited on each bus. Our bus teachers have established a relationship with each
family so they know how to organize their bus the best.
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How many days can my child miss and not lose credit for the course?

H 2% L SRVWEDIZ, MBETORBRTEETH?

Students are expected to attend all classes every day. Students in grades 9-12 who miss more than 8 days, in a class,
a semester will lose credit for that semester. Students in grades K-8 may face retention if they miss more than 16
days in the entire school year. Remember, there is no substitute for personal contact between teachers and students
when it comes to learning. Students are responsible for speaking with the classroom teacher if they are absent to
receive their missing work. Any time a student is absent regardless of the reason, they are required to make up all
missed class work, tests, quizzes and projects.
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How do | send payments to the school?

FRABIINTED LT LD XN TTA?

For most items, we prefer that parents do not send cash into school. There are a few exceptions and these will be
identified in parent communications by the administration or classroom teacher. Please do not send cash for after
school/ tutoring in with your student. We will send home a sign-up sheet at the start of each semester. Parents
should complete the form and return to their classroom teacher. The teacher will submit the form to the administration.
Once the form has been reviewed, an invoice will be issued for the activities selected. Directions on wiring funds may
be found at www.laschina.org/tuition. For any assistance about payments, please contact our admissions staff in
Room 109.
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How should | communicate with the teacher?

FEFEEODLIITERERSTEDLNTTN?

Each teacher has a school email account. The teacher contact information may be found on the school website
www.laschina.org/faculty. Additional information about the courses are found on each teacher individual webpage.
The teachers will provide this information on their course syllabus or welcome letter.
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How does the school communicate with families?

FRIIED L S R THRECE R Z LT

We work hard to make sure families are up to date on school events. Each Monday, our Admissions Department
sends home our newsletter by email. The weekly newsletter is also posted to the school web page. In our Early Years
program, each teacher sends home a daily communication with families about the child’s day in the daily
communication log. In our Primary classes, teachers send home weekly newsletters by email and post on their web
pages details on the weekly learning focus as well as upcoming class activities. We use WeChat to communicate daily
with families with reminders and class photos in both our Early Years and Primary grade 5 classes.
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How do | keep track of my child’s grades and attendance?
FHROBESCHRERIIZ, EOLI T L THRTEETN?

Students in grades K-12 are enrolled in our grading system called Gradelink. Each student has an individual account
where parents and students may review grades and attendance 24 hours a day. Teachers update Gradelink twice a
week for each subject.  Parents may set up alerts to receive messages if their child earns high scores on
assignments and tests as well as receives low grades on assignments/tests, forgets to turn in an assignment, missing
class, or arrives late to class.
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What is the purpose parent badge and student ID?

REH NNy D LFE D I — RO BRI TTH?

As visitors come on campus, we want to be able to identify and serve them to our best while protecting the safety of our
students. We request that all SLAS community members wear their badge when on campus. If you forget your
badge, you may take a temporary card from the guard office at the front and back of the school. You do require you to
sign in if you need to borrow the temporary badge so that we may keep track of our visitors. The first ID will be given
to parents. Extended family members and care givers must pay 25 RMB per card. Replacement cards will cost 25
RMB. If you need a replacement you may contact Ms. Sam at sam@laschina.org. Students will be issued a new
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student badge each school year. Part time students will have a special note on their badge allowing them to leave and
enter campus as necessary. Students will use their badge to check out books from the library. Starting in August of
2016, parents and special designated family members and care givers will be issued a SLAS ID badge with their photo.
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What is the school refund policy?

BEHELITRATTI?

We understand that plans change and always try to be supportive to our families. As we have a set policy, we
recommend that you review the information found on www.laschina.org/refund-policy to receive specific details on the
amount of time required to give warning for changes in canceling bus service, adding or deleting school lunch, capital
fee and tuition.
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Does the school provide insurance?

FRTIIRRARBED H Y 952

Every parent should be aware that their own medical insurance will be applied first for any accident on the way to
school, in school, on school local field trips, in school sports of any kind, in school transport, and on the way home from
school. Shanghai Livingston American School will insure students for accidents that occur on school premises.

Please contact Ms. Jessie Pan at jessiepan@laschina.org for more information.
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What is the procedure if my student must leave campus early or arrive after 8:20 AM?

FIBL72YD, 8:20 KRB FRICEE LTILHBIZLE ) L b KnTTHh?

If your son/daughter must leave campus early, it is necessary for us to verify with you by phone. Full time students will
not be allowed to leave without the Early Dismissal form. This form may be picked up from 109 or 310 and parent
verification by phone or email is required. Notes are no longer accepted for students in middle and high school.
Students arriving after 8:20 must report to Room 310 for a tardy pass. Students who arrive late due to bus issues are
not counted tardy.
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What is the SLAS House System?

SLAS N RV AT ALIFRATTN?

In August 2013, SLAS introduced a House System for all students. Students are divided into 4 groups. Each House,
represents a different wildcat. The purpose of the house is to increase school spirit, have meetings to discuss
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upcoming school events, and promote discussions on the SLAS CORE values. Teachers will be assigned as
House Sponsors and will mentor students throughout the year as needed if a student is having academic or behavior
difficulty in their classes. Students may wear this shirt on Friday’s and for special events. This is a school wide
initiative.
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What is the purpose of Early Release?

BIRD OHBIIRATTN?

The objective of the “Early Release” is to provide teacher teams a common meeting time to facilitate the development
of a professional learning community at SLAS. The common meeting time will facilitate improved and focused
instruction in the classroom thereby enhancing student learning. Each year, the school and teachers choose a focus for
their professional development. The topics discussed in our training sessions help the teachers stay current in the
“Best Practices” as being discussed in the teacher colleges in the United States. Early dismissal is at 2:20 PM.
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Why must my student earn community service hours?

BE, 2I2=T 4P ERORREEBRZ S RTNIERL2VOTTN? (TESEHNR)

In keeping with our mission, at SLAS we prepare students for academic and personal success. Our core values
reinforce the development of skills that will prepare students for success in whatever they choose to study in their future.
Part of developing the whole child is to learn how to give back to the community. Giving back to the community
provides students an opportunity to further develop their skills as creative thinkers, proficient communicators, confident
individuals and global minded citizens. We encourage students to earn as many hours as possible and have set the
minimum expectation for grades 6-12 for 25 hours per year. Students may work with the guidance office to learn
about

opportunities for earning community service as well as attend one of the two trips coordinated by the PTSA.
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What is the purpose of school testing?

ERTEMEINDT A FOBRITRATTN?
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Assessments are used for many different reasons at SLAS. Teachers administer tests throughout the year to
measure students learning of content covered in the class. The semester exams in grades 6-12 are cumulative. As
an added reporting measure, we will begin to administer the Measurement of Academic Progress (MAPS) three times a
year by computer to students in grades K-12 in English and Math subjects. Teachers will receive the results within 72
hours of the completion of the test. Information will be sent home to all parents. Students in grades 4-12 will meet
with their teachers to review their progress and set learning goals. MAPS is aligned to California Common Core
curriculum used in our classes.
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Our students in grades 9-11 take the PSAT in October. Our Grade 12 students are required to take the SAT October 1,
2016. These tests are norm referenced tests which provides the students and teachers information about how the
student compares to students their same age in the United States of America. All students must take the SAT in
October as a part of the graduation requirements. All test information is used by the school to monitor our
students overall academic development and feedback on the strength of our programs for accreditation purposes.
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How often will | receive information about my Early Years and Primary student academic progress?

RS & /NER DAL EDFI A IV S THRBREZITRY 3002

Students in early years and primary level receive three report cards a year. Each trimester will be 12 weeks long for a
total of three sessions for the academic year. At the 6 week mark, grades K-5 will receive progress reports . This
extended time does not impact how we teach at (SLAS) but it does provide teachers more time to work with students
and collect information on their progress and share with parents in a more informative way. With longer grading
periods, students will have more time to develop the necessary foundation schools. Our parent teacher conferences
for early years and primary will also be held on different days than our secondary students. We will meet with parents
for early years in the morning and primary in the afternoon. We will not have early dismissal on these days.
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What makes SLAS a great place to work and learn?

ZUDHL LTO SLAS ORRIZRATT 2 ?

Students in grade 5 begin formal musical instrument instruction. Grade 5 students take 2 music classes a week, one
in their instrument and one of general music. As students progress through middle school, they continue their
instruction in this instrument further developing their skills and developing performance experience which helps them
develop confidence.
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il ’:- Preparing students for academic and personal success.

Taking care of our environment is important to the students and staff at SLAS. Throughout the school, we use
recycled products as much as possible at school. Teachers work with students to conserve our school resources and
limit classroom waste. We encourage students to use a water bottle from home to reduce our waste of paper cups.
In the classrooms and hallways, we have recycling points for paper and plastic. Our horticulture class works in the
school garden and greenhouse to grow plants. Our Go Green initiative is building momentum in grades Nursery
through grade 5 as each class has plants carefully tended by the students.
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Our academic program is tops in Shanghai! Students have the opportunity to take regular, Pre AP and Advanced
Placement courses throughout their time in secondary. We offer a comprehensive English Language Learners
program at SLAS Grades 1-10 to ensure that students receiving instruction that will help them acquire the necessary
language skills. Our small class sizes allow students to build strong relationships with their teachers and friends. Each
family is assigned a House as they enter our school. Within the House system, students and staff work collectively to
build relationships, develop personal skills centered around the 4 core values and compete against our other houses
for the privilege of being the top wildcat. Students in secondary participate in many sports and extra curricular
activities such as student council, National Honor Society and Model United Nations. Welcome to the SLAS family
and we hope you enjoy the many learning opportunities that are part of our school community.
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580 Gan Xi Road, Changning District, Shanghai, China 200335
Tel: (8621)6238-3511 Fax: (8621) 5218-0390 Website: www.laschina.org Email: info@laschina.org
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